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Africa: Peace and Security
Capacity development through higher education and applied research
The Africa Peace and Security Programme (APSP) and the Institute of Peace and Security Studies (IPSS) at Addis Ababa University
jointly investigate “African Solutions” in the area of peace and security. The programme aims to contribute to the development
and implementation of the policies and strategies of the African Union.
•

Challenges






Managers and staff of the African Union
Commission (AUC), Regional Economic
Communities (RECs) and Regional
Mechanisms (RMs) working on conflict
prevention and conflict transformation often
lack technical expertise.
This hinders the development of strategies
and policy frameworks and impedes the
formulation of practical and sustainable
solutions to peace and security.
A regular exchange of academia, civil society
actors and decision makers of lessonslearned and best practices in the area of
conflict transformation and peace
consolidation in Africa is missing.

•

•

Project name

Approach


GIZ supports the Institute of Peace and
Security Studies (IPSS) in the implementation
of its institutional partnership with the African
Union in the area of peace and security and
contributes to the following areas with an
integrated four pillar approach:
•
Graduate education (Master
Programme in Peace and Security
Management) and training of
managers and technical experts.
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Applied research for African-led
solutions in peace and security.
Establishment of a network of African
experts and researchers in the area of
peace and security.
Lectures, workshops and conferences,
such as the annual “Tana High-Level
Forum on Security in Africa” in Bahir
Dar at Lake Tana (Ethiopia), an
African security conference which
forms a policy dialogue platform for
high-level decision makers and
experts.
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Impacts in figures ...








SDG 4 and 16: Quality Education: Executive
Master Programme ‘Managing Peace and

… and in stories


The Tana High-Level Forum on Security in
Africa brings together African heads of states
and governments, representatives of academia,
civil society and the youth discuss the nexus of
fragility and diversity, organised crime and illicit
finance flows, secularism, politicised faith and
natural resource governance in Africa. The
scientifically informed Forum enjoys high
political visibility and reputation. The 6th Tana
Forum will be held in April 2017.



MPSA participants on the programme:

Security in Africa’ (MPSA)
•
With the interactive training of more
than 200 managers and technical
experts the project contributed to
strengthening the capacities of relevant
actors in the AU, regional organisations
and AU member states.

SDG 4 and 16a: Capacity Building

IPSS delivers tailor made research and
training consultancies for partners,
such as NARC, CCCPA or Search for
Common Ground. Joint research
supports the development of concrete
solutions to peace consolidation and
state building as well as the formulation
of political strategies e.g. in Somalia
and South Sudan.

SDG 16.10: Access to Information

IPSS coordinates an African research
network on African Solutions (AfSol) in
Peace and Security in Africa whose
publications enjoy high attention. More
than 1000 African researchers are
compiled in an e-Database.

SDG 17: Multi-stakeholder dialogue
•
In 2016, IPSS hosted 4 briefing sessions
with over 300 participants and further
dialogue forums including 5 Indaba
Series, 2 Book Lectures and 1
roundtable bringing together relevant
stakeholders to share experiences and
knowledge.
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“I gained a very balanced and incisive historical and
current/contemporary insight into many of the old
and ongoing conflicts in Africa. The MPSA
programme made me a well-rounded Peace and
Security expert…” Hajiya Raheemat Momodu - Head
of ECOWAS Liaison Office to the African Union

“The MPSA strengthened my feminist
epistemological standpoint regarding the gendered
aspects of conflict in Africa. The deep learning
exchanges with fellow students and guest
professors opened a window into the realities of the
cost of violent conflict on women and children in the
DRC and other conflict prone spaces.” Dudziro
Nhengu, Zimbabwe - Programme Associate, Gender,
Peace building and Security, UN WOMEN

“During my participation in MPSA, I learnt through
the interaction with the participants from different
countries of Africa and the high attitudes for the
discussion of what is going in the continent
regarding security and the dramatic political
changes.” Bashiir Mohamed Jama - Director General,
Transitional Federal Government of Somalia
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